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Drug Overdoses are Increasing, and Project Opioid Wants the Antidote, 

Naloxone, in Every Company’s First Aid Kit  
 
(Orlando, FLA) – Central Florida leaders committed to solving the opioid crisis through Project 
Opioid are concerned by an emerging trend since the COVID-19 lockdowns began in March: 
drug overdoses are increasing nationwide and within our own community. 
 
“The indicators all point to an unprecedented wave of mental distress, substance abuse and 
possible opioid overdoses on the horizon,” said Project Opioid founder Andrae Bailey. 
“Business, faith and community leaders are needed now more than ever to find solutions that 
will save lives and lower the next curve.” 
 
Drug addiction is a preventable disease that has turned into one of America’s most fatal public 
health crises. Opioids – which include prescription pain relievers, heroin and fentanyl – are 
driving the death rate to unprecedented numbers, being responsible for nearly 70% of fatal drug 
overdoses. In 2018 in Florida alone, 3,727 individuals died from an opioid overdose. 
 
Yet, unlike COVID-19, FDA-approved medications already exist to treat opioid use disorder and 
stop an accidental overdose from becoming fatal. The problem is that they are not reaching 
those who need help the most. 
 
This is why Project Opioid is challenging businesses, places of worship and more to stop and 
think about how they can increase access to lifesaving medications for people struggling with 
opioid addiction, right here and now – within their own companies and communities.  
 
“CEO’s and leaders are in the unique position to directly impact hundreds of lives just by sharing 
the right information and changing the right policies,” Bailey says. “Are you content with 
standing on the sidelines, or are you ready to save lives within your community?” 
 
Companies can start by keeping naloxone (Narcan) nasal spray in their first aid kit so they have 
the power to reverse an opioid overdose if it happens at their business. This safe and easy-to-
use nasal spray will stop the harmful effects of an overdose for about 30 minutes while you call 
9-1-1, greatly increasing the chances of survival – just like CPR. And Project Opioid will 
jumpstart your efforts by giving you naloxone nasal spray, for free. 
 
“It’s time for us to accept naloxone for what it is: an essential, first aid medication that should be 
in every company’s emergency plan,” says Nicole Dupre, Project Opioid’s Partnerships Director. 
“If an overdose happens in your restaurant, do you want your company to be known for its 
preparedness or for a tragic story?” 
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Project Opioid is challenging 100 Central Florida businesses to commit to keeping naloxone 
nasal spray in their first aid kits over the next 100 days. Join this group of influential companies 
leading the path forward by visiting ProjectOpioid.org or contacting Nicole Dupre at 
nicole@projectopioid.org today. 
 

### 
 
Founded in 2019, Project Opioid is a coalition of business, faith and philanthropic leaders 
across Florida who can no longer tolerate thousands of lives being lost every year to drug 
overdoses that are 100% preventable. We exist to mobilize your community’s most influential 
leaders under one banner to solve the opioid, addiction and mental health crisis, and bring hope 
and healing to families suffering in silence. Learn more at ProjectOpioid.org.  
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